Change of Name
Many people chose to change their name in the course of their lives. They may have many reasons for taking this step, but under common law a person may take a new name without drawing up any formal documents so long as it is not done for the purpose of fraud or the avoidance of debt etc.
Reasons for a change of name:
Good reasons: -
A new name may be chosen for various reasons. These include on marriage and divorce, because of preference of one name over another, to anglicise a foreign name, to create a name more suitable for show business, or to adopt a new name when they enter or are confirmed into a religion or faith.
Bad reasons: -
Dodgy reasons for changing name might include: fraud, child abuse and murder. Take a look at this article on the BBC website for thoughts on this. http://www.bbc.co.uk/insideout/yorkslincs/series11/week5_deed_polls.shtml
Common usage:
Most name changes fall into this category. It is perfectly acceptable to alter your name if you want to.
It is traditional for a woman to take on her husband's surname on marriage, but it is not automatic and there is no legal requirement for her to do so.  Effectively if a woman does change her surname to her husband's name it is done through the common usage route.  If a woman decides to retain the surname in use prior to the marriage, she is not required to do anything legally to keep the surname except to continue to use it.

After a divorce a woman can go back to her previous name again if she chooses.

This situation will also apply to same sex couples who will be entering into a civil partnership from 5th December 2005.

It is easy to deal with authorities by giving a copy of a marriage certificate or divorce decree to banks, the DVLA, the local council and so on.

As mentioned in other articles, some people choose to be known by their middle name instead of by their first name. This is fine, but it can make locating them much more difficult.

How to change your name:

As mentioned above this can simply be achieved by means of common usage, however there are legal ways to change a name as well. These include:

Change of name by deed pool, enrolment, royal licences and acts of parliament. Of these the most common is to change name by means of deed poll.
A deed poll for change of name is a document drawn up, signed and sealed that makes plain the intention to live under a new name. Deed polls can now be created on the internet and become legal documents once they are signed and witnessed. They can be drawn up by a solicitor, who can then enrol them for safekeeping in the Close Rolls of Chancery or the later Enrolment Books of the Supreme Court of Judicature. The process of enrolling was in fact rarely done as it is an extra cost.

Names can also be changed by swearing before a Justice of the Peace or a Commissioner of Oaths, but in these cases they cannot be enrolled.
Some people change their name by means of an advertisement in the newspapers or in the gazette. Please see the gazettes http://www.gazettes-online.co.uk/ 

Please see below for more information:
http://www.hmcourts-service.gov.uk/cms/files/deedpoll_notes_0906.doc 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/catalogue/Leaflets/ri2250.htm 

How to find if someone has changed their name:

There is no central source of information that records all changes of names. Deed polls are not in fact recorded unless an extra payment is made to have them enrolled. The deed poll would have been given to the person who changed their name and no other certified copy would have existed.
If the deed poll was enrolled, it may be found initially at the Royal Courts of Justice at: Room 81, Royal Courts of Justice, Strand, London, WC2 A 2LL (Tel: 020 7947 6656).

After about 7 to 10 years they are transferred to the National Archives, Richmond, Surrey, TW9 4DU
Tel: +44 (0)20 8876 3444 Fax: +44 (0)20 8392 5286

Conclusion:

As you will have guessed, a change of name makes the job of finding someone much more difficult. Where there is no paper trail to follow you will need to look at trying other avenues. This is where it is useful to practice a little lateral thinking and instead locate the subject’s friends, colleagues or family as they may be able to help you find the person you are looking for.
