Divorce

A divorce is a sad end to a marriage, but it can also represent a time of new beginnings – a time of moving on.
A divorce decree is a public document that you can purchase a copy of to help you in your family research. 
The Central Index is a record of all decrees absolute granted by Courts in England and Wales since 1858. It is kept by the Principal Registry of the Family Division and anyone is entitled to apply for a search to be carried out and to receive a copy of the decree absolute traced.
How do you apply for a search?
To apply for a search you will need to complete a Form D440 and send it to:

The Principal Registry of the Family Division
	Decree Absolute Search Section
	First Avenue House
	42-49 High Holborn
	London WC1V 6NP

	Tel:	0207 947 6000 

Go to http://www.hmcourts-service.gov.uk/HMCSCourtFinder/GetForms.do  and scroll down to:

D440  -	 Request for search for Divorce Decree Absolute (and Notes for Guidance)                                   

The form can also be obtained from the above address. Alternatively, you can attend in person on the third floor of First Avenue House.

What will it cost?
There is a fee of £25.00 to pay for each ten year period searched.  As you can see, this could be an expensive search if you are not certain of when the divorce took place.

Reasons for this search:
I have searched for a divorce when I am looking for someone after a marriage break up. It is often linked with a remarriage and with women a possible further change of name.

The other time I have looked for a divorce decree is when someone needs the document to be sealed and certified to enable them to remarry abroad.

Final thoughts:
At £25.00 this is not the first search I would try, but if you have no luck elsewhere it is certainly worth a try.

It remains another useful source of information about people’s lives and it could perhaps help you locate the person you are looking for.

