How and Why Names Change

People can alter their names for many reasons, but one of the most common has to be to make their name easier to say and spell. 

Authors choose a ‘nom de plume’ … actors choose a memorable stage name … and so on.

Many people choose to adopt a nickname that sounds friendly and approachable, which is good for business and socialising.

While others who play the bad guy, choose more scary names to inspire fear in their opponents. Professional wrestlers and fighters come to mind. Is this a ‘nom de guerre’?

Some people have an alias or maybe even a whole series of aliases. There is nothing illegal in this, unless the alias is used to commit a crime and evade detection.

People who have immigrated to Britain or the US have often had their names Anglicised as they entered, or chosen to make their name easier for English speakers to deal with. As an example, I know that "Frankie" Dettori  MBE was christened Lanfranco Dettori.

So when you are looking for someone, you need to bear in mind that names are not just what you were christened, but also what you go by. In law they refer to ‘custom and usage’ in this regard. It is all a matter of preference. After all, our names were chosen for us and while that might be a happy choice for some, others really dislike their name and want to choose another. 

Such changes of name tell us a lot about the people concerned, but it does make it more difficult to find them, or to trace their family trees. However, it is when we mange to solve a mystery that finding people can be most rewarding.

Good luck in your searches.




