Non-Commercial People Search Services
Welcome again to the UK People Search News, 

In this week’s letter I will look at people search services that won't cost the earth.
There are two non-commercial people search services that are worth thinking about.  One is run by the Salvation Army and the other is part of the General Record Office.
The Salvation Army's Family Tracing Service was officially established in 1885. The aim of the Family Tracing Service is to assist family relationships, by tracing relatives with whom contact has been lost, either recently or in the distant past.

They will endeavor to trace relatives in order to advise them a family member desires contact. They will act as a line of communication between an enquirer and the person sought and to act as intermediaries until such time as trust is established between the parties. Where appropriate, they will seek to resolve the difficulties which brought about the break in the relationship in the first place.

Since the Tracing Service has a full time salaried staff it operates at extremely heavy cost. To offset this, a small fee is charged for the service. Donations are therefore always welcomed.

The Salvation Army are willing to help:
Known and named relatives over the age of 18 years
Wives and husbands
Long lost relatives
Parents of children in care
Emigrant families
Hospitals seeking relatives of sick people

Prisoners seeking family on release from prison

The Salvation Army cannot help:

Friends 

Young people under the age of 18 years
A birth parent on behalf of adopted or non-marital children
A person who was placed for adoption shortly after birth
A child born of a non-marital relationship who is sought by the father
A husband or wife sought for divorce purposes
Relatives for estate, legal or other business purposes
Genealogical requests
'Common law' partners 
The cost of the service:

The registration fee is £40 (£20 for those whose only income is state support). The actual cost of a search is over £150. There are no government grants or other sources of external funding. The deficit is met from Salvation Army central funds. Donations are therefore always welcome.

Contact details:

The Salvation Army
Family Tracing Service 
101 Newington Causeway
London
SE1 6BN
 
Telephone: 0845-634 4747 (local rate)
or 020-7367 4747

Website: www.salvationarmy.org.uk 
Traceline
Traceline is a non-profit making department of the General register Office, Traceline is a discreet, professional service designed to put individuals back in touch with people they would like to contact. 
Traceline can only help where the person you are looking for is likely to be living in England or Wales and where both you and the person sought are over the age of 18. 

Traceline cannot disclose the address of the person looked for, but they may be able to forward a letter for you.

Traceline can help Private individuals who wish to re-establish contact with family or friends with whom they have lost touch. However, if the person being looked for is a current or former partner, they can only let you know whether he or she is alive or dead – and, if appropriate, help you obtain a copy of the death certificate.

They are not able to help in cases where adoption is involved. If this applies to you, we recommend you contact their Adoption section, which runs an Adoption Contact Register specifically geared to putting adopted children and their birth relatives in touch. 

The information required will be your relationship to the sought person. They will also need to know their full name and date of birth or age. Any extra information you can give them can also be helpful.
The cost of the service is kept as low as possible as it is a non-profit making service and only seek to recover their costs. They are payable in two parts:

1. 
The standard fee for processing your application and undertaking a comprehensive search is £30.00 including vat.

For an additional £10 including vat we also offer a priority service – this guarantees that your search and our response to you is completed within five working days. A full date of birth must be provided for this service.

2. 
If the search is successful the fee for offering to forward a letter is £25.00 including vat.
To start a search: 

Please telephone Traceline on +44 (0)151 471 4811 to discuss your request in detail. It is important for them to fully understand the circumstances surrounding your search and how and why you lost contact before they send you an application form. 
*******************

I hope that this information is useful and that it helps you to find the person you are looking for.

I run a people finding service called Blood-Ties Tracing Service, which you can find at http://www.blood-ties.com/. I should be happy to help you in your searches. 

Archives of these e-letters can be found on the ‘UK People Search News’ at http://uk-people-search.blogspot.com/ 

Please feel free to re-publish this article so long as it remains unaltered and this resource box is included.

The views expressed in my articles are mine alone and while they are effective methods used in my own business I cannot guarantee the results that you will achieve. While these articles are written with every care, I am not a lawyer and you should consider the legality and morality of any steps you take to trace people. Please remember that your investigation could cause distress to others so tread gently and make sure your contact is welcome to them.
Until next week -
Best regards,

Giles

info@blood-ties.com

********************
