Searching for People and the Right Motives


There are many reasons why people lose touch with each other and possibly even more reasons why they want to reconnect.  You may have a long lost family member or friend, seek to find your adoptive parents or need to locate the beneficiary of a will.  On the other hand, you may be looking for a former flame or a person who has done you wrong.  So what are the right reasons for looking for a person?


Before deciding to search for someone, it is important to ask yourself two questions:

· Does this person want to be found?

· What are my motives?


Asking yourself if the person wants to be found certainly forces you to examine your motivations for attempting to find them.  No matter what your intentions, if you feel the person does not want to be found, carefully consider their desires and reaction before initiating such a search.  There are numerous positive personal reasons to look for people, such as:

· Locate long-lost family members, such as parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles and cousins;

· Trace your decedents, explore your family history and even develop a family tree;

· Find old friends and former classmates, military colleagues or business associates;

· Search for natural parents or children, which can be a delicate matter despite good intentions;

· Legal and probate tracing for purposes such as finding beneficiaries of wills, pensions and policies.


Certain searches for people should not be initiated because of poor motives and the negative results that could occur.  Such searches should not be conducted if you feel finding the person could cause them serious harm or distress.  Reasons you should not seek someone out include:

· Retribution, such as a family feud where you seek to “make things right” with another person;

· Revenge, when you look for someone to get back at them for some alleged wrongdoing or “make it right”;

· Obsession, where you feel a person has not given you the proper attention in response to your desires and you want to make them share your emotions;

· Neediness, when you are feeling lonely or unstable, life has let you down and you “need” something or someone in your life.


A competent investigator and genealogist can help you decide whether your motivations for searching for someone are appropriate and how to go about finding them if they are.  In cases where your motives are questionable, a qualified investigator will refuse to conduct your search.  After all, those seeking retribution or revenge could get angry, confrontational and even commit criminal acts against the person they have located.  Further, an obsessive person seeking out a former flame could be considered a stalker, which is another criminal act.  Trying to find someone for the wrong reasons will most likely elicit a negative response from the person and could even get you into legal trouble.


Remember, there are certain situations that require legal intervention, including criminal acts or a missing family member.  In these cases, the police should be contacted immediately.


The rewards of locating a person for the right reasons are countless.  Genealogists and investigators revel in the joy of bringing together long lost family members and friends.  Furthermore, a sensitive people searcher can smooth the way toward a peaceful, happy reunion by acting as an impartial liaison during the initial contact phase.  In legal matters, investigators have the resources to locate the correct person and contact them discreetly about the issues at hand.  If you are looking for someone for the right reasons, employing the assistance of a skilled investigator and genealogist will minimize your stress and help make your dream come true.

